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Case Report
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Beneficial effect of neutrophil elastase inhibitor on acute lung injury: a case report
An 83-year-old female with hip joint fracture developed severe dyspnea and was admitted to our hospital.
On admission, her blood gas analysis indicated hypoxemia. Her chest radiograph showed a ground-grass
pattern in bilateral lung fields and enlargement of right atrium. The level of neutrophil elastase activity was
elevated. She was diagnosed as post embolism syndrome. A treatment with sodium sivelestat hydrate, a
neutrophil elastase inhibitor, intravenously, was started at the second hospital day. The level of neutrophil
elastase activity returned to normal after the treatment. Her respiratory condition was improved. We experi-
enced that a case of post embolism syndrome was improved by treating with neutrophil elastase.
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